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AN EXPOSITION OF ROMANS, v. 18. 


“ THEREFORE, AS BY THE OFFENCE OF ONE, YUDGMENT CAME UPON 


ALL MEN TO CONDEMNATION 5 


EVEN SO BY THE RiGHTEOUS- 


NESS OF ONE, THE FREE CIFT CAME UPON 4LL MEN UNTO JUSTI- 


FICATION OF LIFE.” 


In giving an exposition of this 
scripture, it is proper to observe, 
that some terms contained in the 
16th verse of the same chapter, 
teach us the propriety of consid- 
ering that verse as standing in 
direct connexion with the 18th. 

These terms are included in 
the following passare: For 
the judgment was by one to con- 
demnation ; but the free gift is of 
many offences unto justitication.” 

‘It appears that the terms, 
“ judgment,” and “ fee gift,” 
though not expressed, are to be 
understood as involved in the 
apostle’s meaning in the {8th 
verse ; thus the Translators be- 
liev od and, therefore, thev have 
inserted them. Inthe 16th verse 

e apostle continues the paral- 

between the first Adam, and 
Christ the second Adam. 

And in several instances in 
this chapter, he speaks of Adan 
as a Type of Jesus Christ ; not 
on account of his “keness to the 


Vout. I No. ll. 


second Adam ; but on account 
of his wnzlikeness to him :. or, as 
a type by way of contrast. 

‘Lhis contrast is very peculiar 
and striking. It is well repre- 
sented by a late writer on_ the 
types as follows : . 

“ The first man, Adam, of the 
earth, earthy ; the second Man, 
Christ, Zhe Lord from heaven.” 

We have the first, the head 
and representative of anumerous 
carthy posterity ; the secOnd, tlw: 
Head and Representative of a 
numerous—-spiritual—holy seed. 

God making a covenant of 
qorks withthe first ; and aecov- 
enant of Wedemption, or grace 
with the second Adam. 

The first vidlating, , 
second fulfilling, the 
whieh God made with him. ‘he 
first, by his disobedience, involv- 
ing his posterity in sin, and guilt; 

he second, by his righteousness, 

recovering his people, who are 

naturally depraved and péliuted, 
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to a state of rectitude and purity. 

We see the posterity of the 
first Adam, by their connexion 
with their head, becoming Aezrs 
of ruin; and the seed of the 
second, by their union with him, 
commencing fcirs of salvation, 

And as by the first Adam came 
death, so. by the second comes 
the Resurrection from the dead. 
And, as we see the race of man, 
by the first, sinking into sin, 
guilt, death, and hell; we see 
the seed of the second Adam, 
through him, rising to righteous- 
ress, life, and eternal glory. 

‘This parallel is evidently con- 
tained in this fifth chapter, of 
Paul the apostle, to the Romans. 

There is such a connexion run- 
ning through the whole chapter, 
that aN exposition of one part in- 
volves, in a measure at least, an 
exposition of the whole. 

The only foundation of a just 
exposition, we consider as alrea- 
dy given im the above quotation. 
In addition, it mzy be observed, 
yiaat in the parallel drawn by the 

a between Adam and Jesus 

Shrist, we perceive, in several 
respects, a vatural likeness, but a 
moral wnlikeness. 

‘Thus Adam was human; so 
was Jesus Christ. Adam was 
the h@ad and representative of a 
numerous posterity ; so is Jesus 
Christ. God made a covenant 
with Adam, which included his 
posterity ; so he thad€ a cove- 
nant With the Word as Media- 
torgayhich includé@@ his posterity, 

sual se@d. 

covenant with Adam re- 
quired perfect obedieng@ to a 
particular positive precept: and 
the covenant with the Mediator, 
also, required perfect obedience 
tea particular positive precept. 


* 









An Exposition of Romans y. 18. 


* 


affected his whole posterity : and 

the obedience of Christ, affects 

all his posterity. si. 
The posterity of Adam be- 


» came affected by his fall, in con- 


sequence of their union with him : 
and the posterity of Christbecame 
affected by his Mediation, on 
account of their union with him. 
‘Thus far, at least, we perceive a 
natural likeness in the parallel ; 
or, between the type, and the 
antitype. 

The contrast in the parallel 
yay be said to consist, principal- 
ly,in a moral wnlikeness. 

The first Adam disobeyed the 
requirements of the covenant : 
the second obeyed. The seed 
of the first Adam are unholy : the 
seed of the second are holy. 
The seed of the first Adam, as 
strictly such, are all in a state of 
condemnation : the spiritual ho- 
ly seed of the second, are ina 
state of justification. The pos- 
terity of the first Adam, whose 
relation to him continues, sink 
into eternal death : but the spir- 
itual-holy, posterity of Christ) 
the second Adam, rise to eternal 
life. This may be denominated 
a parallel of contrast: and the 
contrast consists in a moral disa- 
greement, or unlikeness, between 
the first#Adam, and the second ; 
and between the posterity of the 
first, and the seed of the second. 
These sentiments appear to be 
supported by the apostle. For 
as by one man’s disobedience many 
were made sinners ; so, by the obe- 
dience of one shall many be pce 
righteous.” | 

Keeping these general senti- 
ments in view, we will now at- 
tempa more particular solution 

of the 18th verse, 
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The disobedience of Adam 
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As by one offence, of the first 
- Adam, which was disobedience 
to the positive precept, “ But of 
the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it,” 






the curse of God, or, judgment 


came upon all his posterity, and 
continues, and will forever, rest 
upon all that are his posterity in 


*the sense in which we have con- 


stantly considered them ; i—c, 
all who continue their moral re- 
lation to him : s0, by one act of 
obedience of Jesus Christ, the 
second Adam, which he perform- 
ed in laying cown his life on the 
cross ; the free gift, or, the jus- 
tifying grace of God, comes up- 
on all men that are morally re- 
lated to him, and are thus his 
seed; that is,-all who are mor- 
ally united with Christ by evan- 
gelical faith. 

So thatall menzz Adam, are 
under the curse of God, they are, 
as Christ said, ** condemned al- 
ready”—the wrath of God abides 
upon them. ‘They are in Adam 
on account of their moral like- 
ness and union to him, in his fall- 
en condition: and, therefore, 
they are considered and treated 
accordingly ; i—e, according 
to the threatening denounced 
against the violation of the cove- 
nant with Adam. 

But believers are not 77 Adam, 
‘that being dead wherein they 
were held.’ Believers are in 
Christ according to the language 
of scripture, and the terms of the 
covenant of grace, on account of 
their moral likeness and union to 
me which consists in holy love 

bedience tohim: and they 
ant ‘considered and treated accor- 
dingly : i—e, according to the 
covenant of grace, * He that be- 
Weyeth shall be saved.” 


An Exposition of Romans, y. 18; ab fe 


All men in Adam are, and 
must be condemned; and suffer 
eternal death. Ail men in Jesus 
Christ, are, and will be, justified, 
and will experience eternal life. 

All men in Adam are trans- 
gressors, not of the particular 
positive precept in the covenant 
of works, personally, but fecderal- 
ly, by Adam, because they are 
united with him, in his fallen 
Character, by their personal dis- 
obedience to the command, to 
love God with all the heart, and 
their neighbor as themselves. 

All men in Jesus Christ are 
righteous, not because they have 
obeyed the positive precept in 
the covenant of redemption, per- 
sonally, but federally, by their 
representative, Jesus Christ, who 
obeyed that command, which he 
received of the Father, to lay 
down his life ; and because all 
men that are in Christ, have 
personally obeyed the law of 
faith, which is, that they should 
believe on him whom God has 
sent. 

In the eternal purpose of G 
all that do, and ever will, belie. 


were in Christ before the founda- 


tion of the worid. They were 
given te him in the everlasting 
covenant of redemption. They 
were chosen in him, that, they 
should be holy. In due time, 
they are called with an effectual 
calling ;—then they are actually 
in Christ by faith, which consti- 
tutes a likeness of character, and 
a holy union with: him :—ihen 
they are actualy justified ; .and 
they are kept by the pov nd 
grace of God, through faith, un- 
to eternal salvation. 

In this sense, we understand, 
that, “ As by the offence of one, 
judgment came upon al! mente 
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condemnation ; even so by the 
righteousness of one, the ree 
gijt came upon all men unto 
justification of life.’ 
ASTHENES. 


ee 


For the Columbia Magazine. 
A Snorr Sermon, 
Psalm x. 13, 14, . 


“ Wherefore doth the wicked 
contemn God? He hath said 
in his heart, Thou wilt not re- 
quire it. Thou hast seen it ; 
tor thou beholdest mischief and 
spite, to requite it with thy 
hand.” 


The whole of mankind are 
divided into two classes. The 
scriptures speak of all men as in- 
cluded in two characters ; viz. 
The righteous and the wicked. 
‘Those who, in the scriptures, are 
called wicked, include all impen- 
itent sinners—all that are not 
righteous. 
Of all such it is asserted in the 
text, that they contemn God.— 
‘Lo contemn any being is to de- 
WSPise, slight, and neglect that be- 
‘Ine. Therefore to contemn God, 
is to despise him—to slight him, 
and to treat him with neglect 
and scorn. 
Reader, is this your character ? 
lf you are in doubt upon this 
point, and if you will attentively 
consider the following things, 
you may be assisted to form a 
cofrect judgment of yourself. 
They are certain marks of con- 
tempt of God. «& 
ist If you. seldom ‘¢hink of 
G t is evidence that you con- 
tema him. 

Concerning a wicked person, 
it is written, ** Godis not in all his 
thoughts.” <A person, or being 








that you highly respect, occupies 
your thoughts. 

2nd. If, when you do think of 
God, you have degradéd and 
mean thoughts of him, and you 
think him less worthy of your re- 
gard than man, you treat him 
with contempt. 

If you consider the command 
and authority of God, of less 
consequence, and less worthy of 
your regard, than the command 
and authority of a human gover- 
nor of the state, you have con- 
temptuous thoughts of God. 
It is greater contempt than he 
charges upon sinners, when he 
says, “Tho thoughtest I was 
altorether such an one as thy- 
self.” 

3d. If you treat the Bible with 
contempt, you contemn its Au- 
thor. If yon contemn a legal 
summons of the authority of the 
state, and refuse or nfieglect, to 
answer to it, you despise and 
contemn the authority of the 
state. The Bible contains a 
summons to you, which is ex- 
pressed in these words, “ agree 
with thine Adversary quickly :” 
that is, O impenitent sinner, be 
immediately reconciled to God. 
And this summons is made to 
you, requiring of you, to fail not, 
at your peril. 

To treat the Bible contemp- 
tuously, is to consider it as the 
work of men, and not divinely 
inspired, and to regard It as of 
no higher authority than unin- 
spired writings. 7 

And to neglect to read it, and 
to read it without attention and 
intérest, is treating it with con- 
tempt. To disregard its in- 
structions—--despise its com- 
mands—defy its threatenings— 

and contemn its promises, is 
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contemptuous treatment of. his 
“word ; consequently, is contempt 


of God himself. 

, To neglect prayer, is con- 
tempt of God who is the only 
object of religious worship. 

God is worthy of this acknowl- 
edgement. He receives this 
homage from the highest angels 
in heaven. He requires you to 
pray, saying, * Call upon me in 
the day of trouble.” “ Men ought 
always to pray, and not to faint.” 
Since this is a just and proper 
token of respect, which is due to 
God, and he commands men to 
pray, therefore, to withhold this 
token of respect is#mot only con- 
tempt, but downright rebellion 
against God. Besides, the duty 
of prayer is required under the 
awful penalty of endless misery : 
because it is written, ** W hoso- 
ever shall call upon the name of 
the Lord’shali be saved,” Con- 
sequently, whoever fails to pray, 
or to call upon the name of the 
Lord, shall 2o¢ be saved ; there- 
fore, he will be lost, or be made 
eternally miserable. 

5th. Neglect of public worship, 
is disobedience to an express 
command of the Most High, viz. 
“ Ye shall reverence my sanctu- 
ary.” Neglect of the christian 
sacraments, and of all the proper 
duties of the sabbath and house 
of God, are evidences that you 
contemn him : because these are 
duties which he commands, and 
that are clearly revealed in his 
word, and enjoined upon all men. 

6th. The habitual, practice of 
any immorality, or vice, is clear 
evidence that you treat God with 
contempt : because he bears his 
awful testimony against each and 
every sin. “ The soul that sin- 
neth, it shall die.” 
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And he commands yon to, 
* Break off your sins by repen- 
tance, and your miquities by turn- 
ing to the Lord.” I will just 
name some immoralities as a 
specimen. 
If you profane the sabbath day, 
which is the Lord’s, you contemn 
God. If you profane his glorious 
namePby cursing, or swearing, or 
any kind of profane language, you 
treat the Infinite God with con- 
tempt. If you treat superiors 
with disrespect and contempt, 
you conte mn him who commands 
you, “ Honor thy father and thy 
mother, Honor all men: Ren- 
der honor to whom honor is due.” 
lf you live in hatred, and man- 
ifest a malevolent disposition to- 
wards your. neighbour, and if you 
live in the practice of antempe- 
rance, in eating or drinking, you 
coniemn him who commands 
you, “ Thou shalt not kill.” “ He 
that hateth his brother is a mur- 
derer.” And it is awfully verifi- 
ed by fact, that the habit of in- 
temperance always proves fatal. 
If you live in habits of adulte- 
ry and lewdness—dishonestyse- 
falsechood—-slander, and covet- 
cusness ; you live in the habit of 
practically contemning God ; be- 
cause he forbids all these practi- 

ces Epa pain of his everlasting 
displeasure, 

7th. By living in a state of im- 
penitence and unbelief, you con- 
temn God. 

He commands you, by his 
prophets—by his apostles—and 
by his Son, te repent, and believe 
in Christ. 

‘the prophets were comimand- 
ed, to say to sinners—-to cone 
temners of God, Repent, and 
turn from al! your transgressions : 
SO iniquity shall aot be your ruin : 
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implying, that neglecting to re- 
pent would prove their ruin. 

‘ The apostles went out, and 
preached, that men should repent.’ 

Jesus Christ deciared to all 
contemners of God, “ Except ye 
repent, ye shall all likewise per- 
ish.” And again, “ This is the 
work of God, that ye belieye on 
him whom he hath sent.” 

These commands, God re- 
quires you to obey, as you would 
hope to be saved. r 

“‘ Believe onthe Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved. 
He that believeth shall be saved ; 
but he that believeth not shall be 
damned.”” Now I appeal to 
your own conscience, whether 
you <lo not live in daily contempt 
of Jehovah ? 

2ndly. The text teaches us 
why sinners treat the Most High 
with contempt ;¢ viz: because 
they persuade themselves, and 
say, “God will not require it. 
He will never bring me_ into 
judgment and punish me, accor- 
ding to my deserts.” 

But, in saying this, you virtu- 
ally deny God’s existence. It is 
saying that he does not notice 
your contempt of him ;_ there- 
fore, you deny his omniscience. 
or, it is saying, that God will not 
treat you as you deserve ;_ there- 
fore you deny, thatheisa just God. 

Or, itis saying, that he will 
never treat you as he threatens : 
therefore you deny that he isa 
God of truth. 

It is, also, asserting that the 
Bible is not true—ihat it con- 
tains falsehoods. 

It is to deny, that you are ac- 
countable to God—that he will 
hold a day of judgment—and 
that the wicked will then be sen- 
tenced to everlasting fire, and, 


that it will be executed. But re- 
member, if you deny one part of 
the Bible, you destroy the 
whole. If you deny that its 
threatenings will be executed, 
you must, also, deny that its 
promises will be fulfilled. 

But are you prepared for this 
step? Are you ready to relin- 
quish, for yourself, your heirs 
and assigns, forever, all claim, 
right, title, and interest, to the 
Bible, and all its promises ? 

Whatever your lips may pro- 
nounce, your conscience an- 
swers, * No.” 

Your —— declares, that 
you are accountable—that you 
are now a_ probationer-—that 
there isa day of righteous judg- 
ment before you-~and an eter- 
nal state of rewards for the right- 
eous, and of ‘pupishment for the 
wicked. 

cdly. But, though you per- 
suade yourself and ‘say, “ God 
will not require it,” and this is 
one ground of your vile contempt 
of him ; yet the text asserts of 
God, “ Thou hast seen it ; for 
thou beholdest mischief and 
spite, to requite it with thy hand.’”” 

He does notice all your con- 
duct—--he will require it--—- 
he will-come and reckon with 
you, and all men—--he will 
bring you into .judgment and 
every secret thing—and he will 
treat you according to all your 
contemptuous treatment of him. 
“ The wicked shall be turned 
into hell, and all the nations that 
forget God.” 

Such is the infinite danger, and 
the end of persisting in contempt 
of God. 

Cease, then, to treat the great 
God with contempt. As you 
value present peace---Comfort, 
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and true happiness; cease to 
contemn God by neglecting what 
he commands. Cease to do what 
he forbids. 

Jf you will not think of God--- 
or if you allow yourself to have 
low—mean—-and contemptuous 
thoughts of him—if you will not 
call upon him by _ prayer—con- 
fession-—thanksgiving, and pe- 
tition—if you will not, prayer- 
fully, read and meditate his word, 
if you will persist in profaning 
his name—lhis word and sabbath 
—if you will persist in the hab- 
its of intemperance—lewdness—~ 
slander, and covetousness, or any 
other ungodly practices ; be as- 
sured, that you do so at your 
peril. 

l ask you, Do you not consid- 
er, that contempt: is the worst 
treatment which could be offered 
toyou? Wouldnot that person, 
who treats you with contempt, 


_ defame you—blast your reputa- 
» tlon—rifle you of your proper- 


ty and your honors, and put you 
under his feet ? 

Here, let the appeal be made 
to your judgement and conscience: 
Is it not a fact, that you do con- 
temn God? Think of the dif- 
ference between contempt to- 
wards men—worms of the dust, 
snd contempt of the King eter- 
nal—-immortal—-invisible—--and 
the only wise God! It is ag- 
gravated beyond all comparison. 
In.comparison with Him, all the 
nations of the earth are as no- 
thing, and less than nothing, and 
vanity. If you persist in con- 
tempt of God, will you pot do it 
wilfully—with your eyes open— 
against the clearest conviction of 
conscience-—of its impiety and its 
dangerows and fatal result ? 

What, then, can you expect 


Hrs 


-but that he, whom you have con- 


temned, will be your enemy ? 

What is before you but, “a 
fearful looking for of judgment, 
and fiery indignation, which shall 
devour the adversaries ?” 

Since God is a great King 
over all the earth—and his pow- 
er—holiness, and truth are pledg- 
ed for the faithful performance 
of all his awful threatenings— 
since heds so just and true, that 
his own Son did not escape—and 
since the righteous are scarcely 
saved—-where, O where-—vwiil 
the blasphemer—the profaner of 
the Lord’s Day—the intemper- 
ate, and contemner of God ap- 
pear; when Christ shall come 
in the clouds, with that effulgent 
glory, which rested upon the 
tabernacle, and all the holy an- 
gels with him, to take vengeance 
on all that know not God, and 
obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ? 


ASTHENES. 


— 
For the Columbia Magazine. 
ANECDOTE OF DIDEROT. 
Mr. Beauzet, calling one day 


‘tosee Diderot, found him explain- 


ing a chapter of the gospel, to 
his daughter, as seriously and 
with the concern of the most 
christian parent. Mr. Beauzet 
expressed his surprise, “I un- 
derstand you,” said Diderot, 
“but in truth where could I find, 
or what better lessons could I give 
her ?” - 

It may be asked, who was Did- 
rot ?~-He was a Frenchman, the 
infidel compeer of Voltatre—the 
intimate friend of D’Alembert, 
and though he wanted the wit of 
the former, and the cunning of 
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the latter, yet in impiety, he ri- 
valled them both. A professed 
discipie of that false philosophy 
which rejects civine revelation, 
and idolizes bewildered reason : 
A bold and active member of that 
antichristian conspiracy, Whose 
grand object was the destruction 
of the altar and the demolition of 
the throne. This man who ha- 
ted his God and stigmatized the 
Saviour as a * wretch ;”"—who 
fublickly scandalized the Bible 
as the text-book of superstition, 
the production of priest-craft, is 
found giving firivefe lectures to 
his beloved daughter, cn that 
gospel, which, alone, brings 
* life and immortality to lighi’”’ 
and to the interrogatories of an 
astonished  visitant, responds 
“where could I find, or whzt 
better lessons could | give her :” 
For once his impious lips are 
true to the convictions of his 
heart, and the tongue of the 
blasphemer Is compelled to yield 
an unwilling Testimony to the 
value of the Scriptures. 

My dear teader, you believe 
im the truth of a divine revela- 
tion—you professto make the 
Bible your standard of moral ac- 
tion—you believe it contains the 
words of eternal lifle—yon revere 
its precepts, you adore its author 
—but how will yeur practice 
compare, even with the infidel 
Diderot ?. In this part of the 
country the bible is in the pos- 
session of almost every man. 
ig ney search every habitation, 
i the mansion to the cottage 
and you will find a bible or a 
testament. But the number of 
those who read it is small and of 
those who study it, much less. 
The increasing neglect of the bi- 
bles in families aod sciools, is tru- 


- 


Anecdote of Diderot. 
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ly alarming: Let parents be ad- 
monished, and instructors trem- 


bie at their awful responsibility ! 


Every man feels himself injured, 
and justly so, when in the midst 
of his speech, his auditor turns 
his back to him, and a deaf ear 
to the music of his voice. But 
does not God speak to us in his 
word? ‘And whatan insult is it 
to heaven, to refuse to listen to 
the instructions of Him who, “in 
times past, spake unto the fathers 
by the pesvenets but hath in these 
latter days, spoken unto us by his 
Son!” Many are the paltry ex- 
cuses, which men make for their 
neg'ect of the bible. The farm- 
er and the mechanic, fretend 
they have no time. What !--no 
dime to learn your duty ?-no time 
to learn the will of heaven ?—no 
time to co that for which time 
is granted ?~’ Tis false, you have 


time. The ghosts of ten thous 
sand worthless news-papers, amid | 


pamphlets, 


more worthless 
testify against you. And what 
further proves it to be a mere 
pretence, is, that the opulent, and 
those in fact that are id/e, make 
the same excuse for their igno- 
rance of the scriptures. They, 
whose time drags. heavily along, 
and who are under the necessity 
of hurrying from one amusement 
to another to “ kill time,”’. cannot 
find leisure to read their bibles. 


“© shame! where is thy blush ?”— 
The truth is, it is a want of incli- 
nation and not of time. Have I! 
not, moreover, seen this most 


valuable of all books, preserved 


rather as the ornamenttof a libra- 
ry than the guide of life, and its 
golden maxims not Bre consu!- 
ted lest its gilded le®ves should 
be soiled? Is not that mariner 
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a madman, who never consults 
the needle, and gives his charts 
tothe wind? The bible is the 
christians’ compass and chart. 
But it is not consulted! Do 
I state facts or deal in fiction 
when I affirm, that multitudes 
never open the bible during six 
days of the week, and, in many 
places, the light of the sabbath 
never beams upon the heaven 
illumined page ! Somé¢ may, in- 
deed, be found, who, with a va- 
cant mind, plod through a chap- 
ter or two, but ’tis merely as a 
salvo to their consciénces.— 
When I see christians thus con- 
ducting, while the infidel ex- 
frounds the gospel, I must decide 
that in this article, the infidel is 
the better man. 

But to those parents who neg- 
lect the religious education of 
their children, the conduct and 


declaration of Diderot, is a most 
» cutting reproot. Every man 
© thinks his daughter’s dowry in- 
complete without a bible, but 


whether she has, or ever will, 
read it, is to many the least con- 
cern. Go, thou fretender to 
christianity, thou unnatural and 
wicked parent ; behold an infi- 
del philosopher teaching his 
daughter the gospel, and hear 
him exclaim, in the language of 
truth and affection.“ what bet- 
ter lessons could I give her ‘” 
Receive the censure which his 
example in ‘his instance, gives 
you, and “ Go do thou likewise.” 

Let the woman, who permits 
her daughter to consume her 
time at the toilet and at the as- 
sembly—-who lays on her table, 
a novel or a song in preference 
to a bible—who, in fine, teaches 
her eveky thing—dui what she 
guzht ta know, let her learn from 

VoL. I. No. il. 


Diderot, the duty of a tender mo- 
ther, and find, from experience, 
that there are no lessons so well 


calculated to make her child, the. 


accomplished lady, the dutiful 
daughter, and the affectionate 
companion, as the sublime doc- 
trines of the gospel. Under 
such religious culture, she shall 
see the lovely bud unfold its beau- 
ties, to ornament the earth, and 
enjoy the pleasing anticipation, 
that it shall, at length, be trans- 
planted, to adorn the skies, 

We might prosecute our re- 
flections upon this interesting 
anecdote, but we hope this short 
commentary may be a mean of 
exciting, to a more diligent stu- 
dy of the scriptures. While an 
infidel explains the gospel to his 
daughter, shall there be found a 
christian parent, that neglects to 
read the bible to his children ?— 
No, forbid it, Heaven! Berean 
like, let us search the scriptures 
daily, and press forward in the 
path of duty—the road to glory, 
accumulating knowledge as we 
advance, so that when, by the 
grace of God, we arrive there, 
we may not be ¢yroa in the sci- 
ence of Heaven. Then, the 
mind, emancipated from the 
shackles which confined it, with- 
out lassitude, shall exert its en- 
ergies, and our knowledge be 
commensurate with our happi- 
ness, 


For the Columbia Magazine. 


EXPLANATION OF ROMANS ix. 3. 


A correct system of religious 
doctrine, is an invaluable treas- 
ure; to acquire it, no labour 
should be deemed too great—no 
sacrifice too costly. This is ¢s- 
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sential to the christian, for there 
is a more intimate connection 
between doctrine and practice, 
thin many imagine, or most are 
willing to admit. 

But where, it may be asked, 
is this to be found ‘—--In the 
Bible—He that would be sound 
in the faith, must study the epis- 
tles, of the apostle Paul, with 
diligence, prayer, and with pecu- 
liar solicitude ;_ that through ig- 
norance he do not misinterpret 
those writings, “in which are 
some things hard to be under- 
stood, which they that are un- 
learned and-unstable wrest, as 
they do also other scriptures, un- 
to their own destruction.”-— 
Anong others the Sd of the ix. 
of Romans, has often perpiexed 
good men, and even some of no 
Mean acquirements in _ theology. 
And if I mistake not, it has been 
adduced by some, in testimony 
of the sentiment, “ that a willing- 
nese to be damned, isa test of a 
gracious principle” 

In No. 7, of this Magazine, an 
explanation of this text was pub- 
lished from the pen of Dr. Wa- 
terland ; from which explana- 
tion, with due respect to its ven- 
erable author, | must dissent. 
I was much pleased with the Dr’s 
dissertation, till, to use his own 
words, he began “ to examine 
strictly into the original Greek,” 
here I think he failed altogether. 

A critical knowledge of the 
original scriptures, is most un- 
doubtedly necessary, to their 
right understanding, and will af- 
ford a. key to the correct inter- 
pretation of the present passage. 
Whatever may have heen the 
Doctor’s acquaintance with the 
“ original Greek,”’ yet, I must 
say, thatin the criticism before 


us, he has not discovered much 

acumen or erudition. Let any 

scholar advert to the original for 

a moment,.and then tell me by 

what rules, that text can be &t- 

erally-rend: red—* | could be con- 

tent, to be made a sacrifice my- 

self after Christ, for my breth- 
ren. my kinsmen, according to 
the flesh.” How happens it, that 
the Dr’s strict examination re- 
sults In the translation of eutha- 
men into content,” whereas [ 
understand it to express-—literal- 
ly, 9 vehement desire, or rather, 
in this place, the exercise of the 
will in the choice of an object? 
By what necromancy of philology 
is anathema made to signify “a 
sacrifice” nd what is more 
a sacrifice of the nature of 
Christ’s ? 

But leaving detail, let us bring 
this rendering to the test; by in- 
quiring in what sense, Christ 
was made a sacrifice, that there- 
by we may determine whether 
Paul would have the presump- 
tion, to express a wish to be 
made “a sacrifice after Christ”--- 
that is for the same end, and up- 
on the same conditions. 

Christ in his sacrifice, was the 
great Anti-type of all the sacri- 
fices under the first dispensation, 
which prefigured his death, and 
proclaimed the truth, that with- 
out the shedding of blood, there 
is no remission of sins. Christ, 
then, when he offered up himself, 
once for all, did it, to make re- 
conciliation—to make atonement 
for the sins of Ais fcofile ;—he put 
away sin by the sucrifice of him- 
self Moreover, Christ, as the 
sacrifice for the sins of his peo- 
ple—endured the penalty of the 
broken coverant-~exhausted the 
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curse, yea, tasted of the bitter- 
ness of death. 

_ Now let meask if Dr. Water- 
land’s rendering, does not as- 
cribe a declaration to the apostle, 
which neither he nor any other 
christian would have dared to 
make—a de-slaration’ which falls 
but littie, if any, short of blas- 
phemy ? Shall any mere man 
express or harbour a wish, “ to 
be made a sacrifice, after the’ 
manner of Christ ?”” Shall a «z7- 
mer aspire to the Medi:torship 
between an offended God and 
offending man ?-----or"think ye 
that even the love of Paul “ for 
his brethren according to the 
flesh,” ardent as it was, could 
prompt him to make a declara- 
tion of such paramount presump- 
tion and folly ?—Presumption—— 
in as much as it was expressing 
an ambition to become a compeer, 
yea, a competitor with the Son 
of God in the work of redemp- 
tion! Folly—as it would have 
been tothe Jews whom he ad- 
dressed vox et frraeterea nihil, 
for Paul was a preacher of that 
Gospel which admits of no other 
Saviour, than Jesus. How could 
that be an expression of attach- 
ment to his brethren, which was 


but a wish to be that, which it 


was impossible for him to be- 
come? 


In fact, I .conceive that the 


Dr’s exposition cannot be sup- 


ported, except on the impious 
hypothesis, that Christ died asa 
martyr to the truth of his doc- 
trine, but [I will not so far dis- 
honor the name of Waterland as 
to prefix the epithet of Socinian. 

After what has been said, the 
reader will be anxious to hear 
the author’s exposition; this I 
shall now present, believing it to 


be correct,——one which is conso- 
nant with every tender feeling of 
the christian heart, and which 
harmonizes with every other de- 
claration of the apostle. 

The expression is by no 
means an hyperbole—No, so far 
from that, it requires a most lit- 
eral interpretation. Changing 
the points and rendering literal- 
ly, it will read thus ; commen- 
cing with the chapter—-- 

* ] speak the truth in‘ Christ, 
I lic not in the Holy Spirit, (my 
conscience bearing me witness,) 
tiat |] have gieat heaviness* and 
continus! sorrow in my heart, for 
my brethren. my kinsmen accor- 
ding tothe flesh, for 1 did wish 
myself to be seperated from 
Christ:” To this translation [ 
conceive there can be no rezson- 
able objection: and let not the 
feelings of any christian be inju- 
red, by this change of the posi- 
tion of the points ; none of the 
divinity of the seriptures belong 
tothem. They are of human 
origin and the date of their in- 
vention is at no very distant 
period. 

The grammatical construction 
will, without doulit, admit the 
rendering of euchamen in the 
preterite ; and certainly~ the 
sense requires it. Anathema 
Einai afio tou Christou-—--may 
as in our version, by a free trans- 
lation, be rendered, * to be ac- 
cursed from Christ ;” for what 


greater curse can there be, than. 


to be separated from Christ Je- 
sus? He whois * an alien from 


* Lupe—a bennmuing or stupify- 
ing sovrow :—TWe same word is used 
in Luke xxiv. 4,5,6, to express the 
gtie of the discip’es, on that memo. 
rable occasion. 


| 
: 
ai 


—- 
Pte 


oe + ~ Pk a - 
i gure ee Se 


an eye - - 






















332 


Explanation of Romans ix. 8. 


[Juxy. 


the Commonwealth of Israel,a and corresponding to this was 


stranger to the covenant of prom- 
ise, having no hope and without 
God in the world,” orin a word, 
separate from Christ, is emphati- 
cally under the curse. By ren- 
dering the verb in the present 
tense, we make the apostle say, 
that which he never intended 
and even impeach his sincerity 
in this profession of love for his 
brethren. In the preceding 
chapter, he had triumphantly ex- 
claimed---“ I am persuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor an- 
gels, nor principalities, nor pow- 
ers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other crea- 
ture shall be able fo separate 
us from the love of God which is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.” If, 
then, it is impossible for the be- 
diever to be separate from Christ, 
where is the apostle’s consisten- 
cy—-where his affection for the 
Jews, in this wish of being “ ac- 
cursed from Christ’ for their 
benefit? Knowing véry well, 
that he never could be, it would 
then be but an empty profession. 
Paul knew nothing‘of “ falling 
from grace”—he never express- 
eda willingness to be damned, 
for the good of his brethren, or, 
even, forthe glory of God, for 
he was persuaded, that no such 
volition was required; he knew 
that Christ “ made his people will- 
ing in the day of his power”— 
not willing to be damned, but 


willing to be saved ; and, exult- 


ing, he could unite with every 
true believer in singing— 
““ Dear Lord, the grace that made us 
thine, 
Shall keep us thine forever.” 
‘Though Paul is far from wishing 
himself accursed from Christ 
now, yet he says, he once did ; 





the language of the commence- 
ment of his life. Did he not 
wish to be separate from Christ 
and his people, when he “ con- 
sented to the death of Stephen :” 
—‘ when he made havoc of the 
church ?”” Did he not wish to be 
accursed from Christ, when, in 
the full tide of his wrath and 
burning with the zeal of perse- 
cution, he went to Damascus, 
with the authority, and the fixed 
purpose of devoting to destruc- 
tion, every disciple of Christ ?—~ 
‘* As touching the law,” he says, 
“ he was a pharisee,” and despis- 
ed the idea of being saved by 
Jesus Christ. He placed all his 
hopes in self-righteousness ; re- 
fusing to “ acknowledge Christ 
as the end of the law for right- 
eousness to every one that heliev- 
eth.” This was his character, 
before a light from heaven shown 
upon him, and a voice from the 
excellent #lory, recalled the prod- 
igal--reclaimed the maniac. He 
who had once been the ob- 
ject of his most bitter hatred and 
scorn, was now all his salvation, 
and all his desire. 


Having seen the error of his 


way,—being convinced, that it led 
down to the chambers of death, 
and knowing ‘that his breth- 
ren were rushing on in_ the 
same dangerous course, “ being 
ignorant of God’s righteousness 
and going about to establish their 
own righteousness :”-—---Jesus 
Christ crucified, being to them, 
that stumbling stone and rock of 
offence, against which, they 
stumble to their own everlasting 
injury ; he felt as every chris- 
tian must, a “ continual sorrow” 
for his brethren, who were far 
from Christ. Paul knew their 
pitiful condition ; he knew their 
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opinion of Christ ; he knew that 
they rejected, with scorn, the 
Lord of life, and, therefore, with 
all that tenderness of feeling, and 
delicacy of sentiment, for which 
he was distinguished, he declares 
his love for them, in an express- 
ion of grief, at their blindness 
and hardness of heart. The 
whole passage, I think, may be 
thus paraphrased—~ 

Believe me, my brethren, for I 
speak the truth in Christ, my 
conscience bears me testimony, 
and Ilie not, for I speak by in- 
spiration of the Holy Spirit, that 
Iam exceeding sorrowful for 
your sakes; my heart bleeds 
when I see you thus reject Jesus, 
the Messiah, and desire no bet- 
ter righteousness than your own. 
Your choice is a miserable one, 
and your condition truly:lament- 


able. I feel for you, for like 
you I was once in the gall of bit- 
terness, desiring to be accursed 
froin Christ. I 'now perceive 
that the accomplishment of that 
desire would have been to me 
everlasting death, and, fearing 
that it will be your destruction 
from the presence of the Lord— 
sympathy bows down ‘my heart 
with grief and oppresses me with 
continual sorrow. 

Such | conceive, to be the true 
meaning of the apostle. The 
passage thus interpreted, makes 
the language of the epistle con- 
sistent, and represents Paul as 

xpressing a sentiment worthy 
of an inspired man—=a sentiment 
which has ever been the distin- 
guishine ornament of the chris« 
(ian religion. D. 
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A Narative of the state of Reli- 
gion within the bounds of the 
General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church, and of the 
General .4ssociations of Con- 
necticut, of New-Hampishire, of 
Massachusetts Profier, and of 
the General Convention of Ver- 
mont, during the last year 
Tue Genenan ASSEMBLY OF THE 


PrespytTerian Cnuurcn IN THE 
Unitep STaTes OF AMERICA. 


In laying before their beloved 
people as accurate an account as 
they could obtain of the state of 
religion in their Congregations du- 
ring the year past, rejoice to have 
it in their power to announce 


that the eracious footsteps of the 
Lord have not ceased to be visi- 
ble in the midst ofthem. Frem 
the reports, submitted by the 
several Presbyteries, it appears, 
that although causes of deep: hu- 
miliation undoubtedly exist, true 
religion and sound morals, are 
on the whole making a very grat- 
ifying progress. Infidelity has 
become insignificant, both in the 
numbers and talents of those 
who affect it. Vices, hitherto 
domineering, have been, in ma- 


ny places, successfully encoun-. 


tered by the efforts of the friends 
of Godliness. The destructive 
sin of intemperance, against 
which the zealous labours of the 
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church and the influence of all 
good citizens have been of late 
with peculiar energy directed, 
does not exhibit itself to its for- 
mer extent of atrocity and shame- 
lessness. Order, h:rmony. peace, 
correct principles, stedfastness 
in the faith, ministerial fidelity, 
and a decent and serious atten- 
tion to public worship and divine 
ordinances on the part of the peo- 
ple, generally prevail. Few, or 
none, of those dissentions have 
occurred which present a threat- 
ening aspect to the prosperity of 
Zion. No dangerous, or even 
important error is apprehended 
to exist. The missionary has 
carried the gospel to destitute 
thousands, breaking to them the 
bread of life, and refreshing them 
in the wilderness with the waters 
of eternal consolation. New 
congregations have been formed 
in various parts of our country. 
In some distant sections of our 
ecclesiastical community, where 
the stated means of grace have 
not hitherto been enjoyed, there 
is a prospect of a numerous and 
speedy accession of ministers.— 
The additions to the commun- 
ions are, in many congregations, 
very large : in almost all consid- 
erable ; and of these, the Assem- 
bly are happy to be informed by 
several of their southern Presby- 
teries, are numbers of the Afri- 
can race. The Assembly desi- 
rous of improving the opportu- 
nity which this information _af- 
fords them, claim the religious 
attention of their ministers and 
elders to this class of people 
whose immortal concerns are too 
apt to be neglected by those very 
persons for whose ease and afflu- 
ence they toil. 


Revivals, toa greater or less 


extent, have occurred in varioug 
portions of our church. Inthe 
owns of Rahway and Wood- 
bridge, in the Presbytery of Jer- 
sey, unusually great additions 
have been made to the commun- 
ion; a very lively interest hag 
been exerted with reference to 
eternal concerns, and much done 
towards promoting the Redeem- 
er’s cause. This is the more 
worthy of rotice inasmuch as a 
lamentable indifference is known 
previously to have existed in 
those towns. A revival of im- 
portance has occurred in the Se- 
cond Congregation of Wilming- 
ton, in the Presbytery of New- 
castle, a fact connected with 
which, the Assembly deem it 
proper to mention for the en- 
couragement of their people :— 
There had been a society. for 
prayer, whose meetings began to. 
be neglected to such a degree as 
to threaten its dissolution. Its 
discouraged friends talked of this 
as aneventnear at hand Thro” 
the restraining providence of 
God, however, it was not dissoiv- 
ed. Circumstances soon occur- 
red, which under the administra- 
tion of the Spirit, renewed the 
face of the congregation ; and in 
a few short months, inst-ad ofa 
single society, wasted and feeble, 
and about to expite, arose four 
societies, “ fervent in spirit, serv- 
ing the Lord;” “ quickened to 
call upon his name ;” wrestling 
like Jacob for his blessing, and 
like Israel prevailing to obtain it. 
True was the expression of the 
brother relating this fact,. “ the 
darkest hour is that nearest day- 
light.” 

"It were to be wished, that the 
Assembly could perceive, in a 
more general amelioration of 
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manners and habits, that im- 

rovemen! of the dispensations 
of Almighty God which he ex- 
pects and mankind are obligated 
to exhibit. The judgments of 
pestilence and war, have carried 
their desolations over a large 
portion of our land; wringing 
the widow’s heart, and dimming 
the eye of the fatherless. Infe- 
licities of a diversified character, 
have followed in their train. Re- 
versed fortunes, and defeated 
hopes, have not been wanting to 
tell men that, “they build too 
low, who build beneath the 
skies.” But men do not know ; 
neither will they consicer. The 
effects of these judgments, have 
been different on minds of two 
opposite clisses Nor will it be 
a matter of surprise to any who 
are acquainted. on the one hand, 
with the workings of the gracious 
principle, or appiized, on the 
other, of the force of depravity 
and the callousness of the heart, 
to learn that, while the real chris- 
tian has been confirmed and made 
better by the visitations of God, 
the alien from the common- 
‘wealth of Israel, the man of 
earth, the unbelieving servant of 
the corruption which is in the 
world, through lust, has regard- 
ed them with indifference, or 
barred the avenues of sensibility 


against the admission of their: 


monitory call. Hence, to the 
pleasing representation of things 
given above, the Assembly are 
eonstrained to acknowledge some 
unhappy exceptions. Intempe- 
rance, although it should seem, 
en the deciine, still disfigures 
the moral aspect of society. In 
too many parts of our country, 
the violation of the christian sab- 
bath calls as loudly upon the be- 
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liever to oppose to it, his influ- 
ence, his admonition and his 
prayers, as if nothing had yet 
been done. The rancorous hos- 
tility of political party, preys up 
on domestic and social peace, 
and indisposes men to admit the 
kindly influences of religious 
love. The spirit of the world 
struggles successfully for domin- 
ion. And, in a wagd, many 
humbling facts present them- 
selves, to urge pious people to 
the throne of grace, that they 
may supplicate a more copious 
effusion of the enlivening and 
converting spirit. 

The reports made by the Del- 
egates from the General Asso- 
ciations of Connecticut, New- 
Hampshire, and Massachusetts 
Proper. and the General_Conyen- 
tion of Vermont, afford very ex- 
hilarating intelligence ; resem- 
bling, in its prominent features, 
that submitted by the Presbyte- 
ries. In Connecticut and Mass- 
achusetts Proper, revivals of 
magnitude meet the inquiries of 
the Assembly and establish the 
Lord’s claim to the gratitude of 
his believing people. In the 
first mentioned of these associa- 
tions, the most laudable exer- 
tions are made towards the fur- 
therance of foreign missions, 
From the other, the Assembly 
are pleased to learn, that certain 
errors of a pernicious character 
infesting that district of country 
fora length of time have ceased 
to advance, if they have not been 
driven back from their threaten- 
ing position. Young Ministers, 
sound in the faith, have been 
settled of late in many congrepa- 
tions esteemed hitherto to be 
disinclined towards correct prine 
ciples. New-Hampshire and 
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and Vermont, also, have been 
partially visited ;_ the former, 
more especially in the town of 
Haverhill, the inhabitants of 
which had long been without a 
settled Minister and careless of 
possessing the privileges and or- 
dinances of the gospel. 

The Assembly would do in- 
justice to the subject, were they 
not to adyert more particulariy 
for the ifStruction and counsel- 
ling of their churches, to certain 
facts and circumstances which 
they consider both as instruments 
and evidences of a progressive 
work of grace, extending itself 
through the past year. 

The social principle is mighty 
in its operations. It constitutes 
a powerful law of our nature. 
When sanctified by religion, and 
consecrated to the immediate 
service of God, what results of 
high import and holy advantage, 
may not be expected from it? 
Growing out of this principle, a 
rnultitude of associations of a pi- 
ous and benevolent nature have 
spread themselves through the 
churches under the Assembly's 
care, a3 well as those with which 
we are in ecclesiastical connec- 
tion in the eastern states. The 

ractice of uniting the talents, 
influence, and resources of indi- 
viduals by these hallowed bonds 
and for these religious, moral, 
and charitable purposes, is not 
novel. it has been more than 
once, before this, announced to 
exist among our people. Butit 
would seem that at no former pe- 
riod, has it been pursued with 
such vigour, extenston, and suc- 
cess, as recently. ‘Fhe spirit in 
which it originated, is more ac- 
tively at work than ever, and dif- 
fuses itself far and wide. Chris. 
tian wometiesthe mothers and 


sisters in Israel—the daughters 
of Jerusalem—mingling with the 
softest sensibilities of nature, the 
holy refinements of a gracious 
heart—--minister of their sub- 
stance to the Lord Jesuse~serve 
him by serving his poor—and 
rival, where they do not surpass 
their brethren in instituting and 
maintaining societies promotive 
of the interest of his Divine Re- 
ligion. It would be difficult to 
number the associations of these 
virtuous and praise worthy wo- 
men, formed, some, for contrib- 
uting to the education of poor 
and pious youth for the office of 
the Holy Ministry ; others, for 
the distribution of bibles; others, 
for instructing the ‘ignorant of 
adult age to read, in order that 
the word of God may be brought 
nigh unto them; and others, 
again, for supplying the pressing 
wants and alleviating the. bodily 
diseases of the indigent sufferer. 
To the benefits derived from 
those institutions which have 
been denominated moral associa- 
tions, the Assembly bear their 
willing ‘testimony. Abundant 
evidence .has been furnished of 
their success in repressing au- 
dacious vice and producing a de- 
gree, at least, of external refor- 
mation. Sobriety has obviously 
been promoted by them; and 
rigidly discountenanced dy them, 
profaneness has grown into dis+ 
repute. ' ' 
Bible societies, forming a most 
important feature of the religious 
character of the times, are mul- 
tiplying caily. Scarcely can 
there be discoverec, any consid- 
erable portion of settled country 
in these states where some ass0- 
ciation of this kind is not either 
organized or about to be organ- 
ized. © Words 2°* wanting te 
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express the mestimable value of 


these societies, which, by putting 
the book of life into the hands of 
the needy, enrich them with 
heavenly treasures ; and which, 
embodying, so to speak, the zeal 
of all christian denominations, 
and knitting to each other per- 
sons, who, hawever they may 
differ on many points of greater 
or of minor importance, agree 
in affirming the word of God to 
be the only infallible rule of faith 
and practice, neutralize the as- 
perity of the bigot and the sec- 
tarian, and reconcile the con- 
ténding members of the same 
brotherhood. The tendency of 


' bible societies to produce this 


auspicious result, is not now.a 
matter of experiment: facts 
have ascertained it. 

Justice, and the praise due to 
persevering piety, forbid the As- 
sembly to pass unnoticed the con- 
tinued labours of one particular 
institution ; viz. The Evangeli- 
cal Society of Philadelphia for 
the instruction of poor children ; 
the members of which have, du- 
ring the past year, had under 
their care about one thousand 
children of this description. 
More than one of these have 
proved to be little brands plucked 
from the burning, and have man- 
ifested, in death, the blessed 
fruits of that sacred sympathy 
which brought them out of dark- 
hess into light, and from _ the 

wer of satan into the glorious 
diberty of the children of God. 

Praying societies constitute 
another particular worthy of ob- 
Servation in detailing the rel.- 
gous character of the past year. 
Not that their origin is of a date 
thas modern. They have long 
subsisted in certain parts of our 
Vou. I. No. 11. 
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church. But of late years, they 
have been multiplied ; and since 
the narrative rendered by the last 
assembly, their number has been 
very considerably augmented, 
and their influence in quickening 
the zeal of the pious and convert. 
ing those that are without, singu- 
larly attested. For all“ the spir- 


itual blessings which are in heav- 


enly” things and places “ in Je- 
sus Christ” God will be inquired 
of. Wherever two or three are 
gathered together in the name of 
Christ, they have his’ promiso 
that he will be with them ; and 
never is the Holy Spirit refused 
to those who, with contrite hearts 
and humble faith, implore his 
fellowship. Christian love is 
excited and. cherished, and a 
reciprocity of encouraging and 
fortifying motives cfeated, by 
what the assembly may be per- 
mitted to call, a common con- 
sciousness of the common wants, 
desires, and weakness. Heart 
springs to heart. A full tide of 
mingled affection sets in tewards 
Him from whom cometh down 
every good and. perfect gift. 
‘“ The kingdom of Heaven suf- 
fereth violence ; and the yiolent 
take it by force.” 

The assembly have reserved 
for, the conclusion of their narra- 
tive some particulars of informa- 
tion at once highly important and 
uncommonly gratifying. They 
relate to the revivals with which 
it has pleased God to favour sev- 
eral of the most distinguished 
seminaries of learning in. the 
United States of America;_ in- 
distinct intimations of which, it 
is not doubted, many of their 
people have received. 

Divine impressions have been 
made upon the minds of a num- 
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‘ber of the youth of Hampden 


Sydney College, within the 
bounds of the Presbytery of Han- 
over. In several of the subjects 
of these impressions, it is believ- 
ed, a saving change his been elf- 
fected ; while their influence is 


visible in stamping a réligious © 


solemnity on the face of the in- 
Stitution generally. 

Dartmouth College, in New- 
Hampshire, has been favoured 
with lively tokens of the Divine 
presence. Within the space of 
avety few weeks, many of its 
youth have been renewed in the 
spirit of their minds, and have 
returned unto the Lord their rest. 
Many more have been excited 
to serious reflection. And, of 
one hundred and forty students, 
but one, it is stated, remains un- 
impressed ; while, at the same 
time, a number of the younger 
inhabitants of the town in which 
the college is situated, share the 
precious effusion. 

Passing on from this institu- 
tion, to Middlebury college, in 
Vermont, the assembly behold, 
there aiso, the footsteps of the 
reviving spirit. A number of 
the youth of Middlebury, have 
become serious christians—trees 
of righteousness, the planting of 
the Lord—that he may be giori- 
fied. ‘ 

Retracing their steps, the as- 
sembly find their attention called 
to operations of greater extent, 
in Yale college, in Connecticut. 
In the progress of God’s gracious 
visit to this seat of learning, * the 
whole college,” to use the em- 


phatical description of the dele- 
gate reporting on the subject, 
«“ was shaken as the trees of a 
wood are shaken by a mighty 
wind.” As many as fifty,” he 


? 


ad 


states, “ have given evidence of 
having passed from death unto 
life A considerable number of 
these belong to Virginia, and the 
states farther south.” : 

*“ The ways of the Lord are 
right”—-they are wise—they are 
holy—they are gracious—-they 
are admirable—and “ sought out 
of all them that have pleasure 
therein.” Intelligence of the in- 
teresting scenes which were ta- 
king place at Princeton, is said 
to have been one important 
means of quickening the church 
to preyer and religious conversa- 
tion previous to any favourable 
appearances in Yale college. 

The assembly, therefore, re- 
turning towards the centre of 
their ecclesiastical concerns, re- 
cognize with gratitude God's 
gracious work in the college’ of 
New Jersey From. the report 
of the president of this seminary, 
tothe Board of Trustee+, which 
report has been read to the as- 
sembly, it is learnt that “ a ma- 
jority of the students now in the 
college may be viewed as hope- 
fully pious ;” and that “ a large 
proportion of the residue appear 
to possess much tenderness of 
conscience, and show a very de- 
sirable regard to religious du- 
ties and obligations.” Among 
the causes which have been 
made effective of this blessed 
revolution in the. spiritual state 
of Nassau Hall, three have been 
presented which the assembly 
deem it useful to mention, for 
the sake, especially, of such of 
their people as may be concerned 
in the care of our precious 
youth :—JIst. The study of the 
holy scriptures; accompanied 
with comments on the portion 
read, and a practical application 
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of the leading truths contained tn 


it. 2nd. Moral discipline, vig- 


orously and vigilantly maiatained. 
3d. The few pious youth who 
were members of college before 
the revival, as a leaven leaven- 
ing the whole mass. The sub- 
jects of this revival are of a di- 
versity of religious denomina- 
tions, great care having been 
used to avoid, both an excluding 
and a proselyting spirit. It has 
occasioned no remission of the 
ordinary pursuits of literature 
and science, but on the contrary 
has had a friendly bearing upon 
them. No influence from the 
quarter of authority has been in- 
troduced to force any of the youth 
into a participation of the extra- 
ordinary exercises which took 
place. But the assembly for- 
bear to enlarge. 

It is scarcely posible to light 
upon subjects of more deep and 
lively interest to the soul that 
sincerely loves the Redecmer 
and his cause, than the scenes 
which have now passed in re- 
view before the churches. The 
strength and wealth of the King- 
dom of Christ on earth, are found 
in its youth of promise. Here 


“then, are, at least, a hundred and 


thirty young christians, to be sent 
abro:d into the world from the 
bosom of sanctified science, to 
go forth to the help of the Lord 
apainst the mighty. Here are 
the hopes of Zion bred in the 
nurseries of learning and of piety. 
“Here is a verification of the 
oracle, “ the children of thy ser- 
‘yants shall continue, and their 
seed shall be established before 
thee.” And here are the foun- 
‘tains whose streams, confluent, 
and yet pellucid, smooth; and 
“noiseless, make’ glad the city of 


our God. May the propitious 
influence of these revivals ex- 
tend with rapidity to every semi- 
nary in the republic; that the 
schools of the prophets may nev- 
er cease to be fed from the halls 
of science and the.liberal arts ! 

In the view of all the facts and 
details which have been related, 
the assembly offer their congrat- 
ulations to the fiiends of Zion 
and to those who have prayed for 
the peace of Jerusalem. God 
is in the midst of her; she shall 
not be moved; God shall heip 
her, and that rightearly ” “God 
is known in her palaces for a ref- 
uge” “ According to thy name, 
O God, so is thy praise unto the 
ends of the earth; thy right 
hand is full of righteousness. 
Let Mount Zion rejoice, let the 
daughters of Judah be glad, be- 
cause of thy judgments. Walk 
about Zion, and go round about 
her: tell the towers thereof. 
Mark ye well her bulwarks, con- 
sider her palaces ; that ye may 
tell it to the generation follow- 
ing. For this God is our God 
forever and ever ; he will be our 
guide even unto death.” 


Published by order of the Gen- 
eral Assembly. 
Attest, 
JACOB J. JANEWAY, 


Stated Clerk. 
Philadelphia, May, 1315. 


=a 


From the Panoplist. 
AMERICAN MISSIONARIES. 


We mentioned, at the close of 
our last number, that letters had 
just been received from the 
American missionaries at Bom- 
bay, the particulars of which we 
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could not then give, The com- 
munications referred to are very 
ample. | They contairied Mr. 
Newell’s journal from his arfi- 
val at Calcutta, in June, 1812, to 
the date of this letter, which en- 
closed it, April 12. 1814; and 
Messrs. Hall and Nott’s Journal 
from Dec. 23, 1813, the date of 
their last letter, which had been 
previously received, to April 9, 
1814. Mr. Newell joined his 
brethren at Bombay, March 7, 
1814. The missionaries were 
not free from anxiety, in refer- 
ence to their exposure to be sent 
away from that place by order of 
the East India Company. They 
had received no communication 
from government since their last 
letter ; and they had a strong 
hope, that they should be permit- 
ted to reside there without fur- 
ther trouble. There can be lit- 
tle doubt, that Lord Moira will 
be inclined not to molest them, 
unless he is peremtorily ordered 
to do so by the Directors in 
England. Even in that case, we 
Have hopes, that the missionaries 
will obtain permission to retire 
to Ceyion It is desirable, how- 
ever, that they should retain 
their present station, if possible. 
If they should be able to do this, 
and new missions should be es- 
tablished in Ceylon, these two 
Stations may be considered as 
among the most important in the 
whole heathen world. The fol- 
Jowing letters were written as 
the missionaries were closing 
their journals, and preparing 
their packages to be sent to this 
country. 


Jvix.] 


Letters from the Missionaries to 
the Rev. Dr. Worcester. 


Bombay, April 8, 1814, 
Rev. and dear Sir; 


Our last letters to you were 
dated Dec. 22, and 28, 1813, and 
were sent by the very opportuni- 
ty, by which we had every reason’ 
to expect, we Should be sent to 
England. Our communications 
at that time were full, (and as 
correctly transcribed as our very 
limited time would allow.) 
These communications, with 
those which we made. in Octo- 
ber, will furnish you with an ac- 
count of our circumstances and 
conduct after arriving in India, 
till that date. If they shall have 
come safe to hand, you will, no 
doubt be expecting to hear the 
long-wished-for intelligence, of 
our happy settlement among the 
heathen. It would, indeed, be 
gratifying to us to speak so com- 
forting a word to your christian 
hopes and wishes, as it certain- 
ly would be, to be able to con- 
sider our anxious suspense bro’t 
toa happy close. But our gra- 
cious sovereign has not yet madé 
known to us his decision on our 
case. After residing in Bombay 
fourteen months, we are still un- 


settled ; and cannot tell you of 


our assurance, but only of our 
strong hope; that we shall. finally 
be allowed to remain. 

Since the favourable intima+ 
tions from Lord Moira, to your 
committee in Bengal, we have 
heard nothing decisive of the 
disposition of the supreme govy- 
ernment ; and still remain in the 
house in which we were placed 
by this government, when it was 
expected that we should be sent 
away within a fortnight. 





$I 


“2 8 fet — ©, o = bY 





1815.4 


We shall send you herewith, 
a copy of our Journal to the pres- 
ent date. Mr. Thomasot’s last 
letter expresses the hopes, which 
we entertain ourselves, respect- 
ing our staying here. Our hopes 
are strong, and we look on the 
prospect with great delight. We 
trust that God’s wonderful and 
merciful dealings with us, are 
ere long to be crowned with the 
special blessings we have sought, 
that our merciful Father has a 
work for us to do here ; and that 
his various dispensations have 
been allotted with fatherly ten- 
derness and care, and intended 
to teach us lessons of humility, 
trust and patience ; graces which 
we have found no more easy to 
our hearts here, than in our na- 
tive land.) We would hope that 
they make us more prepared for 
our work, Pray for us. Weare 
serisible that God alone can teach 
us to profit. Because we do not 
depend suitably upon his teach- 
ing, we know that we lose the 
advantage of ‘many valuable les- 
sons. Pray for us. The God 
to whom you pray, dwells also 
in this land. Here he dwells in 
his own Almighty strength ; and, 


in answer to the prayers accept». 


ed from your altars, can poura 
blessing, yea, an immediate bles- 
sing upon our heads. He can, 
he may, in the hour of ‘darkness, 
light up our path, cheer our 
desponding heafts, dissipate our 
doubts, and fill us with faith and 
love, because you pray for us. 

We have great reason to ac- 
knowledge the kind attention 
paid to our circumstances and 
wishes by the Rev. Dr. Carey, 
and by the Rev. Mr. Thomason, 
and G. Udny, Esq. acting, at his 
request as your committee in 
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Calcutta. To their efforts, un- 
der God, we are indebted for thé 
hopes we now enjoy. Mr. Har 
rington, in whose place Mr. Ud- 
ny acted, has lately returned to. 
Bengal, so that the only vacan- 
cy existing in your appointment, 
is that occasioned by the Rev. D. ° 
Brown’s death, and which is now 
filled by the Rev. Mr. Thomas- 
on.' The kindness of Mr. T. 
and his ability to help us, will ap- 
pear from the letters of which 
we send you copies, and we haye 
every reason to love him as. a 
christian and a friend, who, after 
all his labours, for us, will con+ 
tinually help us by his prayers. 
We know no one whom, for our 
own parts, we should be so well 
pleased to have fill the vacancy 
in the committee. 

We recommenced the study of 
the Mahratta on January Ist: af- 
ter having laid it by, two months 
and a half. Our time is princi- 
pally filled up with this study, 
Hebrew and Greek, and such 
reading and writing, as you will 
readily conceive. We have di- 
vine service in our family every 
sabbath, at which four or five, 
persons attend. We have a 
prayer meeting, to seck God’s 
blessing on our mission here, ev- 
ery Wednesday evening, and uni- 
formly observe the evening of 
the first’ Monday in every month, 
as a season of prayer for the 
Church, in union with the friends 
of missions in England, and in 
India. It would be very pleasing 
to be informed, whether this sea- 
son is observed, and how exten- 
sively, by our friends in America, 
as at present we have no ap- 
pointed season for a union in 
prayer with them. We have be- 
come acquainted with a few per- 
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sons here, who, we hope, are the 
disciples of the Lord Jesus. 
Hitherto we have received no 
letters from you, but those which 
came by the Alligator. - The 
box of books has not yet arrived, 
but we have reason to expect it 
shortly. We are extremely anx- 
ious to hear from you again, to 
know how you prosper. How 
flourishes the Church ? Are 
there revivals in schools, colle- 
ges and congregations ? Is 
there a spirit of fervent piety 
among professors of religion ? 
Is there an ample supply of 
missionaries? From this coun- 
try we have nothing new to com- 
municate ; the little, however, 
we see and hear of the power of 
divine grace, convinces us, that 
God can work in India. The 
time we trust, is at hand, when 
the numberof missionaries will 
be much increased. ‘The terms 
of the new charter, we think 
with Mr. T. encourage the hope, 
that the past difficulties of en- 
trance will be removed. In re- 
gard to future missionaries. from 
America, we have only to repeat 
what we have said in our former 
Jetters, and to express the desire 
that all-may come, who are de- 
voutiy inclined ; who are Auméle, 
zeaious, and judicious men. The 
harvest is truly great, and the 
labourers are few. Though un- 
settled, we think it desirabie that 
caiculations should be made, on 
the supposition, that there «will 
be a missiou here. For a part 
of the books at least, which you 
send us, we would suggest whe- 
ther it might not be expedient, 
to give an order to your Agent 
in. London, to procure them and 
send them directly to Bombay. 
should we be even sentto Eng- 
land, we shouid probably arrive 


there before your agent could 
execute such an order as we 
have suggesied. 

On reading the observations 
respecting Cochin and the parts 
adjacent, we trust you will cone 
sider, that we only profess ta 
give as good an account of what 
Wwe saW, as our cursory view 
would enable us to give.* n- 
deed, when you read any of our 
observations on this land, we 
hope you will bear in mind the 
difficulty of giving information 
on subjects, with which our op- 
portunities have given us but 
little familiarity. With christian 
respect and affection for your- 
self, and the members of the 
Board, we bid vu adieu. 

Samurt Nott, 
’ Gorpon Hatt. 


April 9. 
Reverend and dear Sir, 

We acid a few lines to express 
our united gratitude to God, for 
his kindness in bringing us alk 
together, after more than two 
years’ separation, to the place of 
our choice, and with prospects 
so favourable. God has visited 
us with judgments hard to bear, 
and with mercies for which no 
gratitude is sufficient. Pray for 
us, that we may be knit together 
in love, that we may be diligent 
in our calling, that God “ may 
dwell in us, and_walk in us,” and 
that we may. be faithful unto 
death. Hereafter we shall hope 
to write to you in our united ca- 
pacity. 

We salute you and the Board, 
with christian love, 

Samuet Nort, 
SAMUEL NEWELL, 
Gorpon Hatt. 


* Reference is had toa part of their 
journal which will bePublished.--Ed. 
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Extract of a Leiter from Mr. 
Norr tothe Treasurer of the 
Board. 


[The three missionaries wrote sep- 
arate letters to the Treacurer, giving 
exact aud very satisfactory state- 
menis of their pecuniary affairs, trom 
the ‘ime they left this eountry, thro’ 
the necessary detail of business; they 
added a few other paragraphs, some 
of which will be extracted. } 


# My dear Friend, 


In regard to. the whole ex- 
peuses, you will observe, that we 
have been all the while so situa- 
ted, as to be ill prepared to plan 
and ceconomize,—-having been 
obliged to act with the ignorance 
of strangers, and to live from 
day to day like travellers. We 
have great reason to acknowledge 
the. kindness of God, who has 
taken care of us all along, and 
hitherto enabled us to live in the 
enjoyment of the comforts of 
life. When Itook my wife to 
Philadelphia, 1 had a prospect 
before me which distressed my 
spirits. But God, in whom I 
think I trusted, has not caused 
his faithfulness towards me to 
fail. When I arrived in India, 
1 had enough ; when that was 
gone, through kind friends I had 
enough more ; and now, in sea- 
son to saye us from drawing on 
the London Society, your remit- 
tance has arrived, and perhaps 
we have enough on hand now for 
eight months forward.” 

“Tam happy to have finished 
what I had to say on business, to 
be able to add a few lines more. 
‘When at Pondicherry, in De- 
cember, 1812, | wrote you a long 
letter, and sent it to Calcutta to 
be forwarded by the first Amer- 


* 
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ican ships; but the wary. haying 
previously become known in Cal- 


cutta, no ships were going, and 


the letter was not sent. I have 
since been intending to give you 
a long letter; but must suill 
postpone the execution of my 
intentions. 

“ There are a few persons 
here, that seem truly devoted to 
God ; and one or two, who, [ 
have some hope, may yet be use-~- 
ful in the Church.” 

(The letter concludes with a 
brief notice 6f some of the abom- 
inations practised among the 
heathen, and with a request that 
the writer and his brethren may 
be remembered by Christians in 
their prayer, and that suitable 
pieces may be published here on 
the efficacy of prayer, and on the 
christian duty of intercession. | 


Extract of a Letter from Mr, 
HALL to the same, 


“ My last letter to you was da- 
ted February 17, 13:4.% We 
write to Dr. Worcester by the 
present opportunity, and forward 
our journal to this date. Bro- 
ther Newel], now with us, does 
the same. If these communica- 
tions go safe, and also-what we 
have before sent, you will know 
all about us. 1 fear how it will 
be. But these things are not 
guided by chance. We need 
your prayers ; and it is no small 
comfort to believe that we en- 
joy them daily. Yours affection- 
ately, &c.” 


Conclusion of q Letter from Mr. | 
NEWELL to the same. 


“ If the Board see fit to allow 
my accounts, they will be squar- 


* This Letter has not come to hand, 
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ed tp tothe commencement of 
the present year 1814, and J 
shall hold, over and above, 915 
sicca rupees,* Which will be the 
amount of my salary for 1814, 


Wanting only 10 rupees. 


Before I received the last remit- 
tance, I had been obliged.to draw 
on Dr. Carey, for a considerable 
sum, (which is now settled,) and 
once I drew on the London So- 
ciety’s agents at Madras, for 250 
sicca rupees, which I have re- 
quested Dr, Careyito refund out 
ofthe sum which he holds for 
me. It is possible, however, that 
this bill may have gone to Eng- 
land, and may be charged to the 
Board on my account. If so, the 
Board will consider that sum as 
paid to me over and above what 
they have remitted tome. While 
I was in Calcutta, I received a 
present of 350 rupees. which en- 
abled me to purchase a number 
of books that I wanted, but could 
not have ventured to get, had I 
not received this present. You 
will see my expenditure for 
books has been 416 rupees. 

* Since my great affliction in 
the Isle of France, of which you 
have no doubt heard, I have char- 
ged only the salary of a single 
missionary ; which I supposed 
would be a matter of course, al- 
though my ordinary expences for 
the first year were really as great 
as if Lhad hada family the whole 
time. 

* Teiacerely regret that I have 
been obliged to fill up this letter 
with matters of business. I want 


*At the present rate of exchange, 
208 sicca rupees arg equal to 100 
Spanish milled dollars. 


to say many things more on dif- 


ferent subjects; but the time 


presses, as our packets must be 
closed in a few minutes. 1 beg 
to refer you to my journal, (which 
I transmit by this opportunity to 
Dr. Worcester,) for a particular 
account of all the way, in which 
the Lord has led me since [ 
came to this land. I have writ- 
ten very few letters to any of my 
friends, since the commence- 
ment of the war, on account of 
the uncertainty of conveyance. 
In future | intend to write more. 
There will be another opportuni- 
ty in a few weeks, by which I 
mean to write mary letters. 

“ In my journal, you will see 
a list of all my letters to and 
from America, since my coming 
to thi§’ country. I have sent a 


copy of Mrs. Neweil’s journal 


and letters, with an account of 
her sickness and death, to Mrs. 
Atwood, enclosed to Dr. Wor- 
cester, by the January fleet from 
Ceylon,* and shall send a dupli- 
cate by the next ships. AsT 
have had the whole of my jour- 
nal to copy at this time, 1 shall 
not be able to write any letters—= 
but those which I shall send by 
the next ships, may reach Amer- 
ica as soon asthis. : 
“ With much love to,Mrs. E. 


‘my dear brother and sister H, 


and all my friends whom yoy 
may see, 
] remain, dear eat 
' Yours very truly, 
SamueL NEWELL.” 


* This copy came to hand in Sep- 
tember fast. The dujlicate has alse 
been receiyed. 
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MR. NEWELL’S JOURNAL. * 


The following extracts are taken 
Jrom the Journal of Mr. New- 
ell, from the time of his defar- 
ture from the Isle of France, 
in February, 1813. 


“ Early in February I learnt, 
that a Portuguese brig, the Gen- 
erozo Almeida, then in port Louis, 
would sail in a few days for Point 
de Galle, Goa, and Bombay. I 
engaged a passage in her for 
Point de Galle in Ceylon, having 
liberty to proceed thence, in the 
same vessel, to Goa, or Bombay, 
if I chose. 


“ Port Louis, Feb. 24,1813, 

“ After a residence of four 
cae months in the Isle of 
France, | this day took leave of 
my friends Judson and Rice, and 
embarked for Point de Galle. 

® About the Ist of April we 
made land, which proved to be 
the southern promontory of Cey- 
lon; and onthe 8th, 1 left the 
Almeida, and landed in a fishing 
boat 10 miles below the harbor 
of Point de Galle, the brig not be- 
ing able to get into port, on ac- 
count of the strong head wind 
and current. 

“I fully expected to find my 
friends at Point de Galle, or to 
hear that they had proceeded to 
Colombo ; but on making in- 
quiry, I could hear nothing re- 
specting them. I was now much 


ata loss to conjecture, whether 


they had proceeded to Bombay, 


or had been sent to England. I 
sent a letter of inquiry to Mr. 
Chater, the Baptist missionary 
at Colombo, and in a few days 
got an answer from him, stating 
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that he had heard by way of Ben- 
gal, that my brethren had gone 
to Bombay. 

“ The probability of their be- 
ing able to continue there, ap- 
peared to me so very small, that 
I determined not to proceed in 
the Almeida to Bombay, but to 
stop in Ceylon until I could 
write to them and get an answer. 
Accordingly, I took my baggage 
from the ship, and made ar- 
rangements'to proceed to Colom- 
bo, the capital of the Island and 
residence of the governor. 

“ Having visited Mr. Errhardt, 
a German missionary in the em- 
ployment of the London society, 
at Matura, 30 miles south of Gal- 
le ; and despatched a letter to 
Bombay ; I set out on my jours 
ney to Colombo, 80 miles north 
of Galle. I travelled ina palan- 
quin, the only way of journeying 
in India, and left my baggage to 
come on in an ox waggon— 
There is a good road all the 
way from Galle to Colombo. It 
is a perfect level, close along the 
sea-side, and is shaded by a con- 
tinued grove of palm trees. 
There are resting houses every 
10 or 12 miles, built by govern- 
ment ; but you must carry your 
own provisions with you. 

“ April 17th, 1 arrived at Col- 
omho. I went to the house of 
Mr. Chater, who had been here 
about a year. I took lodgings 
with him, and continued at his 
house all the time. 1 spent in Col- 
ombo. , 

“ T made it my first business 
to acquaint the Governor with 
my arrival and my object, in or- 
der to ascertain whether 1 was — 
safe here, or was liable to be 
forced awzy from this place, as 
I had been from Calcutta. 


Uu 
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“ By my American passport, 
and an official letter of recom- 
mendation from the British Con- 
sul in Boston, I introduced my- 
self to the Rev. Mr. Bisset, one 
of the chaplains of the Gover- 
nor’s brother-in-law. Through 
Mr. B, I informed the Governor, 
that I was an American anda 
missionary to the heathen ; that 
I arrived at Calcutta in June 
1812, and having been ordered 
to return to America, | had ob- 
tained permission to go to the 
isle of France ; that I had been 
thither,—--and returned from 
thence to Ceylon to join two 
other missionaries, my associ- 
ates, whom | expected to find in 
Ceylon ; but that they had gone, 
as I supposed, to Bombay ; that 
if they continued there, it was 
my intention to join them; but, 
uf they could not stay there, it was 
my wish to continue in Ceylon, 
and that they might be permit- 
ted to come and unite with me. 

“ The Governor made partic- 
ular inquiry respecting the rea- 
sons of my being ordered away 
from Calcutta; to which I re- 
plied, that no other reasons were 
assigned than this :— That his 
Lordship, the Governor-General, 
did not deem it expedient to al- 
low me to settle in the country ;” 
and that all missionaries who had 
lately come to India, had been 
treated in the same manner, not 
exc€pting those who claim the 
privilege of British subjects. 

“* The final answer of the Gov- 
ernor, which was a verbal mes- 
sage through Mr. Bisset, was to 
this effect: ‘ That as there. is 


war between England and Amer- 
ica, the Governor could say no- 
thing more at that time, than that 
I might be permitted to reside 
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at Colombo for the present. If 
I wished to visit any other part 
of the Island, I might have leave 
by applying to the Governor, but 
it was expected that I should not 
remove from Colombo without 
his permisson.” 

*“ J now took up my residence 
with Mr. Chater, and considered 
Colombo my home for the pres- 
ent. The only way in which I 
could make myself immediately 
useful was by preaching in Eng- 
lish, which I did statedly, once 
or twice a week, while I contin- 


: ued there. 


“ Though I was still ignorant 
of my final destination, 1 resol- 
ved, if possible, to set myself 
about studying the Sungskirt or 
Hindoosthanee language, doth 
of whigh are of general utility: 
in every part of India. I found, 
however, that it was extremely 
dificult to procure books, or 
teachers, in these languages at 
Colombo. ) rs 

“ June 4th. I received a let- 
ter from brother Nett, at Bom- 
bay, containing a detail of all the 
particulars of their situation with 
respect to the government ; and 
from the whole I was led to hope, 
that they would be permitted to 
remain there, and that I should 
soon be able to join them. 

“ The following is an extract 
of brother Nott’s letter: “ We 
are pursuing the study of the 
Mahratta languagé. At present 
we cannot advise you very defi- 
nitely what to do; but will cer- 
tainly write to you the moment 
we can say another word, which 
we hope will’ be soon. In the 
mean time, suppose you betake 
yourself to the, Hindoosthanee, 
which it would be well worth 
while to know if you come hith- 
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er; or, if you prefer it, the Sungs- 
krit. You cannot have advanta« 
ges for the Mahratta, I suppose, 
or we should adyise you to learn 
that. We cannot but hope our 
stay here probable. We think 
it so probable, as to act on the 
supposition that we shall stay. 
Will not this be best for you? 
Hindoosthanee, then, or Sungs- 
krit. Weassure you we wantto 
see you, and hepe we shall soon 
say, Come over end heinus. We 


earnestly wish we could say it 
now.” 


“ The same day I received a 
letter from Mr. Loveless, the 
missionary at Madras, in answer 
to one I had written him on the 
subject of obtaining supplies thro’ 


‘the medium of the London Soci- 


ety’s agents, at Madras. Mr. 
L.. informed me, that he had 
consulted the agents, and that 
they had agreed to advance us 
our regular salaries for our bills 
on the London Society, provided 
the Rev. Mr. Thompson of Mad- 
ras would enderse the bills; 
which Mr. T. had offered to do. 
This intelligence was a great re- 
lief to me and my brethren, as 
our funds were now almost ex- 
hausted, and we knew not when 
we should receive supplies from 
home. 


* Considering it now probable, 
that Bombay would be our sta- 
tion, I applied myself to the stu- 
dy of the Sungskrit and Hindoost- 
hanee, as well as I could with the 
scanty helps, which I could pro- 
cure in this plaée. And also 
continued to preach, once, twice, 
or three times a week.” 


“ June 19. I received a let- 
ter from brother Hall, which dis- 
eovered an increasing probability 
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of their being able to continue at 
Bombay. 


« July ist. After having la- 
boured at my books alone for a 
month, I obtained two moonse 
hees, or teachers ; one for Hin- 
doosthanee, and one for Sungse 
krit ; but neither of them prop- 
erly qualified for the office of 
teachers. They were the best, 
however, that Ceylon afforded ; 
and, as I had already lost a year 
since my arrival in India, I could 
not feel satisfied to delay thew 
study of the languages any lon- 
ger. 


“ July 15. I received a letter 
from brother Judson, who had 
just arrived at Madras from the 
Isle of France, and was going to 
sail in a few days from theace to 
Rangoon. He informed me, 
that brother Rice had gone to 
America to form a Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society for their support, 
and that he would return again 
and join him. 

«“ After several month’s resi- 
dence at Colombo, I had become 
acquainted with the principal 
persons there ; and I found that 
they were friendly to the mission- 
ary object in general, and that 
there would be. no objection to 
the establishment of our mission 
in Ceylon. Through the chap- 
lains 1 acquainted the Governor, 
from time to'time, with the sit- 
vation of our affairs at Bombay, 
whenever any thing new occur- 
red ; and I always represented it 
as our wish to settle in Ceylon, 
in case of a failure at Bombay. 


«“ Ceylon appeared to me to be 
an important missionary ficld. 
The population is very consider- 
able ; amounting to between two 
and three millions ; and the fa- 
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cilities for spreading the chris- 
tiun religion here, are greater, 
perhaps, than in any other part 
of the east. Christianity has been 
the established religion in a con- 
siderable part of Ceylon, for these 
three huridred years past. and 
although the mass of the people 
still continue Boodhists, yet most 
of them seém to have no more 
objection to christianity, than the 
irreligious part of the community 
in all christian lands Many of 
them profess to be both Bood- 
vhists and Christians, and would 
lister. as patiently to a christian 
teacher, as toa priest of Boodh. 
Fhe long prevalence of the chris- 
tian religion on the sea-coasts of 
the Island, has rendered the 
christian name familiir to the 
people, weakened the prejudices 
which a new religion is calcula- 
ted to excite, and done away 
much of that bigoted attachment 
to idolatry, which prevails in 
purely heathen lands: so that, 
although there appears to be lit- 
tle, if any, true religion among 
them, yet they are in a great de- 
gree prepared to receive that in- 
struction, which, by divine grace, 
is able to make them christians 
indeed. , 

“ It is supposed, that there are 
200,000 native christians of the 
Dutch reformed church, in the 
Island of Ceylon. But this must 
be understood ina very loose and 
general sense of the word Chris- 
tian. The Hon. and Reverend 
Mr. Twistleton, senior chaplain 
at Colombo, describes them in 
general as “little more than 
christians by baptism.” They 
must necessarily be extremely 
ignorant, even of the common 
facts and principles of the chris- 
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tian religion ; for they have nei- 
ther bibles nor teachers to tell 
them what christianity is ; and 
Christian piety and Christian 
morality must not be expected 
where there is a total want of 
instruction. 

“ The New Testametit, and 
one of two books of the Old, 
have, many years ago, been trans- 
lated inté the Cingalese language, 
which is fhe only language spo- 
ken in Ceylon, except the Tamul, 
which is spoken in the Jaffna 
district. The old Cingalese ver- 
sion is said to be very bad,—al- 
most unintelligtble to a native. 
It was out of print until the Col+ 
ombo Bible society lately order- 
ed a new edition to be printed at 
Serampore. This edition is 
nearly completed, and the gospel’ 
of Matthew has been distributed. 
The Colombo Bible’ Society, 
formed in 1812, has underta- 
ken to procure a new translation 
of the New Testament into Cin- 
galese. The work is going on 
under the superintendance of 
William Talfrey, Esq. of the 
civil service. ‘Two of the gos- 
pels, I believe, were finished in 
August, 1813. The translation 
is made by native Cingalese, who 
understand English, from the 
English bible. Their work is 
revised and corrected by Mr. 
Talfrey, who is said to be well 
skilled in Cingalese, and to have 
some knowledge of Greek and 
Sungskrit. He makes use of 


Dr. Carey’s Sungskrit Testa- 
ment in the work of revision. 
Whether another translation stili 
will be needed, time will /deter- 
mine. 

“ There are only two mission- 
aries on the island of Ceylon ; 
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Mr. Errhardt, a German mission- 
ary from the- London Society, 
and Mr. Chater from, the Baptist 
Society. Messrs. Vos and Palm, 
who came to Ceylon with Mr. 
Errhardt in 1804, have both re- 
Jinquished the service. Mr. 
Vos has gone to the Cape of 
Good Hope, and Mr. Palm has 
been oppointed by the governor 
to the Dutch.church in Colombo. 

“ I visited Mr. Errhardt, at 
his station in Matura, on my first 
arrival in Ceylon. He is now 
considerably advanced in life ; 
has not yet been able to master 
the Cingalese language, and has 
had no success among the na- 
tives. He lamented the want of 
christian society, and attributed 
the ill success of the mission of 


Ceylon to the injudicious method 


adopted by the missionaries of 
separating from each other and 
living in solitude. 

“ Mr. Chater had been four 
years in the Burman country be- 
fore he came to Ceylon. He 
has been established at Colombo 
about a year,—has opened an 
English school and a place of 
public worship, where he preach- 
esin English. He is also ap- 
plying himself to the language 
of the country, and will probabiy 
soon be able to preach to the na- 
tives in their own tongue. I 
preached in my turn with Mr. 
Chater, in the fettah, or black 
town. ‘Most of the people who 
attend, are half-casts, and natives 
who have learnt English. From 
30 to 50 generally attend. We 
preached only on Sabbath and 
Wednesday evenings. They do 
not atiend in the day on the Sab- 
bath. 

** There is at Colombo a con- 
gregation of native Malabar 


christians, who have a preacher 
of their own nation. 
( To be continued. ) 
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The Orange Bible and Tract 
Society of Orange County. N. Y. 
held its annual. meeting at the 
Goodwill Meeting-House, on 
Tuesday, June 14, 18153 and, 
after sermon by the Rev. E. Fisk, 
from. Psalms cxxxviii. 2 





“ Thou hast magnified thy word 


above all thy name;”’ was opened 
with prayer by the Rev. A. King. 

The report of the Board of 
Managers was received; or- 
dered to be prinied in three of 
the papers of this county. 


The annual election was then 
held, and the following persons 
duly elected : 


Rev Anprew Kino, Pres’é ; 
Rev. M. fxoxrrica, 
Ist Vice-President ; 
Rev. MetuusreLan Batpwin, 
2d Vice President ; 
Rev. Joun Jounson, Secr’y 
Rev. Artuur J. Stanssury, 
Clerk ; 
Dr. CHARLES FowLeEr, 
Treasurer, 


Managers : 


Reverends C. Cummins, E. 
Fisk, J. I. Ostrom, I. Van Do- 
ren, G. Stewart, J. Scrimgour, 
O. Grier, J. H. Thomas; Drs. 
D. A. Arnell, P. A. Millspaugh, 
Eusebnius Austin, J. Barber, 
Esq. ; Messrs. L. Halsey, W. 
Philips, H. Howell, J. Mould, 
W. Shaw, L. Smith, A. Dicker- 
son.———-Monitgzomery Ind. Rept. 
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LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


NEW WORKS. 


Dr. Alexander Pfoudfit of Sa- 
lem, has lately published his 
works in a very handsome man- 
ner, in four 8ve. vol.—Besides 
those works before presented to 
the public, there are several val- 
uable additions to this edition — 
The character of Dr. Proudfit 
stands too high to acquire any 
thing by our praise—--His works 
are evangelical and excellent, 
well worthy to be possessed by 
families, and will make a very 
valuable addition to any library. 
The same gentleman has lately 
published a Sermon delivered be- 
fore the Bible Society, which is 
worthy of his honorable fame. 

Websters & Skinners, Albany, 
have just printed a Sermon de- 
livered to the United Presbyte- 
rian Congregations of Lansing- 
burgh and Waterford, April 13, 
1815, being the day of National 
Thanksgiving, directed by the 
President of the United States, 
and the Governor of the State of 
New-York, by Samuel Blatchford, 
D.D—This Sermon is full of 
serious and appropriate thoughts, 
and well adapted to the occasion. 
Itis well written, and some parts 
of it are eloquent and affecting. 

Samuel W. «ark of this City, 
has lately published a Sermon, 
delivered at Green River, { Hills- 
dale) on the same occasion by 
the Rev. John Morse, A. M.— 
Mr. Morse is a decided friend of 
the administration, and approves 
the late war—-His Sermon is 
temperate and solemn, and does 
him credit as a writer—Many of 
his reflections are appropriate— 
And this sermon, although it 
shows Mr. Morse to be a politi- 
cian, also proves that he is a sin- 


cere christian Minister, deeply 
interested in his Master’s work, 


‘ ESSAYS TO DO GOOD.” 


We announce with pleasure, 
that Mr. Asa Child; of Johns- 
town, will shortly publish the 
celebrated work of the late Cot- 
ton Mather, D. D. F. R. S. en- 
titled Essays To bo Goon. This 
is Burder’s improved edition of 
that valuable work. It is recom- 
mended to the public, by the 
Rev. Dr. Bradford, of this city, 
and several other clergymen, 
distinguished for talents, piety 
and zeal. We have not read 
this work, but we are convinced 
of its importance and utility, in 
promoting ihe cause of religion, 
not only by the opinions of the 
gentlemen who have recommen- 
ded it, but by a letter of Dr. 
Franklin, to the son of the au- 
thor, dated Passy (in France) 
Nov. 10, 1779, in which is the 
following passage : 

“Permit me to mention one 
little instance, which, though it 
relates to myself, will not be quite 
uninteresting to you. When [I 
was a boy, I met with a book, en- 
titled “* Essays to do Good,” which 
1 think was written by your fa- 
ther. It had been so little re- 
garded by its former possessor, 
that several leaves of it were 
torn out; bat the remainder 
gave me such a turn of thinking, 
as to have an influence on my 
conduct through life ; for I have 
always set a greater value on the 
character of a doer of good, than 
on any other kind of reputation ; 
and if I have been, as you seem 
to think, a useful citizen, the 
public owes the advantage of it 
to that book.” Dr. Franklin’e 
works, Vol 3, fiage 478. 

Christian Visittant. 
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OBITUARY. 


Dr. Ramsay. 


Charleston, May 9, 1815, 


This morning, at three quar- 
ters after 7 o’clock, departed this 
life, in the 66th year of his age, 
Dr. DAVID RAMSAY, the 
historian of South Carolina. This 
valuable member of society was 
deprived of life by the hands of 
a person named William Linen, 
who on Saturday last, between 
the hours of 12 and. one o’clock, 
passed the Dr. in Broad-Street, 
near St. Michael’s Church. Im- 
mediately on passing, he presen- 
tedand fired off a large pistol, 
loaded with three balls, two of 
them entered the Dr’s back— 
one passed through and lodged 
in the waistband of his panta- 
loons, another passed close to the 
back-bone, and has not been ex- 
tracted, the third appears to 


haye grazed his sleeve and struck ~ 


the church. Linen is said to be 
insane, he having threatened to 
shoot several persons some time 
ago. The reason he gave for 
this atrocious deed, was, that the 
Doctor some years ago, when the 
said Linen was put to the bar for 
firing at and wounding Mr. Hen- 
ry Baily, gave testimony, that he 
believed the said Linen was not 
in his right mind.—TZimes. 


Died—In this city on Wednes- 
day last, very suddenly, Capt. 
Avtsnar Barnarb, aged< 64 
years. The deceased was one 
of the original proprietors and 
founders of this city—he was 
much esteemed; and his loss is 
deeply felt by an affectionate fam- 


ily and numerous relatives and 
friends—On Wednesday evening 
Jast, Mrs. Bernitu. Worts, 
aged 66 years, the worthy and 
esteemed consort of Shubael 
Worth, Esq. 

At Schaghticoke Cotton Fac- 
tory, on the llth ult. after a 
short illness, supposed to be ihe 
Yellow Fever, Matruew Bunx- 
ER, son of Reuben Bunker of this 
place, aged 19 years and seven 
months. By his parents and 
acquaintance the loss of this 
amiable young man will long be 
deeply felt. From a child, he 
appeared unusually disposed ‘o 
cultivate the best affections of the 
heart ; and as the morning of his 
days promised a life of useful- 
ness, so his early removal af- 
fords an evidence, that this siate 
of being 

“ Cannot prove, 
“ The final issue of the works 
* of God.” 


He was the near and intimate 
friend of the late Samuel Hull, 
whose decease a short time since 
excited, so much sensibility in 
this city. In age, in worth, in 
sickness and in death, they were 
so similar, that to them may be 
applied that beautiful apostrophe 
in sacred writ, “ They were love- 
ly and pleasant in their lives, and 
in their death they were not di- 
vided.” 


Reader! may we reflect on 
the uncertainty and brevity of 
this life, and the endless duration 
of that which is to come ; and 
evince, by correspondent conduct, 
that we have formed a just esti- 
mate of their relative impor- 
tance. —-Com. Ree, 











$52 To Correspondents and Patrons, 


To Corresfrondents and Patrons: 


The next No. will complete 
the first volume of this Maga- 
zine, and will probably termin- 
ate our labours in conducting it. 
Another volume might have been 
expected had there been sufh- 
cient patronage. We are much 
indebted to many kind friends 
for their exertions, but we still 
want more vigorous support than 
has been enjoyed —-This Mag- 
azine has been gradually exten- 
ding itself since its first appear- 
ance. We were determined, 
that this work should carry its 
own recommendation on its pa- 
ges; and if it could not be found 
there to suffer it to meet the fate 
which it should deserve--We 
feel that we have met with all 
the attention we have deserved, 
and are truly grateful—But: in 
this day of “ recommendations” 
by Doctors, Divines, and “ every 
body besides,” when periodical 
works are praised in /rosfective, 
and recommended not for what 
they gre, but for what they fro- 
fess to be—when sheets of pro- 
posals filled with the names 
of all the influential men, that 
can be collected—-to urge and 
force a work “ that is to be,’— 
the public will scarce look upon 
those works which are destitute 
of these cheap and easy, but im- 
posing qualities. In our coun- 
try every thing of a literary 
kind, is carried to market, and 
sold, not by the intrinsic value, but 
the loudness of the noise which 
its owner can make for it, 
and, as in an auction room, the 
best lungs and the heaviest ham- 
mer afe sure to triumph. 


(Jury. 


A religious work should sures 
ly have its recommendations in 
itself. If it be good it will suc- 
ceed. If bad it ought not to be 
supported by the aid of respecta- 
ble names. 


The principal reason why it 
is contemplated to stop this Mag- 
azine, is still to be mentioned— 
We understand that it is contem- 
plated to publish a larger work 
of this kind in New-York or 
Philadelphia, to be conducted by 
an editor who will devote his 
whole time to it, assisted by sev- 
eral gentlemen of. distinguished 
piety and ability——Such a work is 
extremely needful—Our churches 
call for it, and the object of 
this Magazine, would be more 
completely promoted by that—It 
will be soon known, whether that 
contemplated work will be be- 
gun—If it should appear, this 
will cease, if it should not, ano- 


ther volume will be attempted. 


Our Agents and Patrons will be 
so good as to inform us, whether 
they will continue to support us. 
Those who do not decline by the 
first of August will be consider~ 
ed as‘wishing to take the next 
volume. 


ramen 


We owe an apology to D. for 
the mistakes which occurred in 
the poetry, in the last number, 
We hope our readers will be so 
good as to correct them. 


met 


ASTHENES will receive our 
particular thanks, we hope te 
hear from him often. 
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